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CELEBRATING

O F AC C E S S , O P P O R T U N I T Y,
AND COMMUNITY

MESSAGE FROM
THE DEAN
Visionary and innovative approach to legal education is the hallmark of
our 50-year history
Dear Seattle University School of Law
Community:
Fifty years ago this year, on Sept. 5, 1972, a momentous
series of firsts transpired. The University of Puget
Sound School of Law’s first students walked through
the doors for the first time, to attend the first class. This
seminal moment was the culmination of remarkable
foresight and vision to establish a brand-new law school
with a straightforward goal: to provide the best legal
education possible to future lawyers in the city of
Tacoma, throughout the Northwest, and beyond.
Since that day, our law school has flourished by
constantly evolving. Although it’s fair to say we have
traveled a unique path in our relatively brief history –
affiliations with two different universities in two different
cities – I am confident that our founders would be
immensely proud of what our law school has become.
They would see the impact it has had on the lives of
the many thousands of students who have earned their
degrees here, and the way in which the brilliant work
of our alumni, faculty, and staff has enriched the legal
profession, our region, and the nation.
Reviewing the law school’s history is a study in contrasts.
When the law school began, there was little diversity
in the entering class, and enrollment was first-come,
first-served. We now have one of the most diverse law
schools in the nation, with highly selective admission
criteria and a student body that hails from across
the nation and around the world. We have steadily
grown our alumni base, from a mere 18 students who
comprised the first class, to nearly 13,000 alumni today.
Our legal writing, clinical, and part-time programs have
grown in prestige and stature, drawing students who
desire innovative and effective practical training. Our
original home in a nondescript office park has given
way to a magnificent facility in the heart of the world’s
innovation hub.

These contrasts are accompanied by constants
that are deeply rooted in our DNA. We chose our
anniversary’s theme – 50 Years of Access, Opportunity,
and Community – in part because of our resolute
commitment to providing a path to law school
and a better life for anyone, including those from
underrepresented and marginalized communities. This
vision – that access to those who were historically shut
out of law would benefit not only these students but the
entire legal profession – made us trailblazers among law
schools nationally.
Our golden anniversary is also the ideal time to look
forward. Over the coming year, together we will
implement our collective vision for guiding Seattle
U Law in the present and into the future. We will
accomplish this by building on the strengths that are
hallmarks of this institution to take us into new and
unprecedented heights of achievement. These include
a passion for advancing social justice, the innovative
spirit with which we approach legal education, and
our commitment to upholding the Jesuit values of
discernment and lifelong learning.
A 50th anniversary comes only once, and this is a
time to pause and celebrate all those who have
been a part of this amazing community, including the
many accomplished alumni, generous supporters,
and visionary faculty and staff past and present who
helped to build this institution. As your new dean
and a newcomer to the Northwest, I am thrilled that
the starting point of my tenure coincides with this
occasion, and I look forward to meeting as many of you
as possible to learn about and honor your personal
connection to our law school.
Sincerely,

Anthony E. Varona, JD, LLM
Dean and Professor of Law
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SEATTLE U LAW AT 50:
HONORING THE PAST,
EMBRACING THE FUTURE
Born out of a vision to provide high-quality and accessible legal education, the law
school has thrived as a student-centered institution that values community

Then and now: The faces of students and faculty change, and
the technology has improved, but the way legal education is
delivered has remained remarkably constant through the years.

Over

the past 50 years, an
extraordinary community – nearly 13,000
strong – has emerged. They are lawyers
and judges. They are U.S. attorneys,
public defenders, prosecuting attorneys,
and leaders of legal aid organizations.
They are managing partners, business
owners and executives, entrepreneurs,
and politicians. They are pillars of the law
throughout the Pacific Northwest, across
the nation, and around the world.

The thread that weaves this community together is
Seattle University School of Law. For five decades,
the law school – first in Tacoma and now in Seattle
– has provided students with the experiences and
education that produced a talented and passionate
cadre of alumni committed to high-quality legal
practice and dignity, equity, and justice for all.
A remarkable journey made this historic 50-year
milestone possible and sets a strong foundation for
the next half-century of legal education.

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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“NOTHING SHORT OF A MIRACLE”
The idea of establishing a third law school in
Washington had been percolating among local
leaders for several decades. It gained traction in the
late 1960s when the University of Puget Sound (UPS)
commissioned a feasibility study that identified Tacoma
as one of the largest cities in the country without a
law school. Demographic forces also came into play,
with an increasing number of students seeking legal
education, including Baby Boomers, returning Vietnam
War veterans, and women.
Convinced of the need for greater access to legal
education in the region, the UPS Board of Trustees
voted overwhelmingly on Dec. 20, 1971, to approve the
creation of a new law school. With classes scheduled
to begin in September of 1972, the herculean task of
launching the law school in just a few short months fell
to founding dean Joseph Sinclitico, Jr.
Sinclitico, the former dean of the University of San
Diego School of Law, had a daunting to-do list: hire
faculty and staff, create and disseminate promotional
materials, design a system to accept and review
applications, admit the inaugural class, plan courses,
locate a permanent home, and so much more.

Despite the challenges, Sinclitico made impressive
progress, bringing on board eight inaugural
faculty members, including James Beaver, the
only professor among them with actual law school
teaching experience, and Anita M. Steele, the
law librarian and sole woman among the initial
hires. By June, the group had moved into a leased
30,000-square-foot building in the Benaroya
Business Park on South Tacoma Way. Shattering
expectations, 427 first-year students enrolled, easily
surpassing the already ambitious goal of 335.

Professors Sheldon Frankel (center left) and David Roberts (center)
teach a class in the early days of the law school in the 1970s.
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Left to right:
Founding Dean Joseph Sinclitico,
Jr., was responsible for taking the
law school from idea to reality in
just a few short months in 1972.
James Beaver was the first faculty
member to be hired by the new
University of Puget Sound School
of Law, and Anita Steele served as
the first faculty librarian. She was
also the only woman among the
initial faculty hires.

When Professor Thomas J. Holdych stepped to the
lectern on the morning of Sept. 5, 1972, to teach the
first class, the University of Puget Sound School of
Law was officially born.
During that first year of operation, the law school
received provisional accreditation from the
American Bar Association (ABA), which noted in
a report that “The University of Puget Sound may
have set some sort of record in taking its law school
from the ‘drawing board’ to the operational phase.”
About the provisional accreditation, Sinclitico
reminded his colleagues that it was “not to be
looked upon as a final phase but rather a first
step.” And when the ABA granted the school full
accreditation two short years later, the chairman
of the law school’s Board of Visitors remarked that
“the creation of the school has been nothing short
of a miracle.”

BUILDING ON A STRONG FOUNDATION
A significant milestone was reached in August
of 1974: 18 students enrolled in an accelerated
program of legal education became the first
graduates of UPS School of Law. The following
spring, 91 percent of the August and December
graduates passed the bar exam, confirming the
high-quality legal education that would be the
school’s hallmark. By the 1974-75 academic year, the
school now had a full complement of 1L, 2L, and
3L classes in place for the first time, comprising
730 students, taught by 17 full-time faculty and

supported by five librarians. Three legal clinics
were also created a year later, marking the
official birth of what would become the Ronald A.
Peterson Law Clinic, the school’s highly regarded
clinical legal program.
For Sinclitico, who had succeeded in launching the
law school and building a strong foundation for
the future, the time had come to step aside. The
top priority for incoming dean Wallace Rudolph
was to find a permanent home that would both
meet the needs of the law school community and
comply with ABA requirements that the university
own, rather than lease, the law school’s building.
With no endowment and little financial support
from UPS, Rudolph turned to the City of Tacoma
and its access to federal funding for urban renewal
projects.
To qualify for this funding, the law school would
need to find a downtown location rather than
one on the UPS campus. The idea evolved into a
proposal for a “law center” complex, which would
house the Washington State Court of Appeals
(Division II) and the Office of Assigned Counsel,
as well as the law school. Students would benefit
from the proximity to the offices of major law
firms and agencies, along with county, state, and
federal courts. As it turned out, the urban law
center concept was integral to the development
of a clinical program that would provide practical
training to law students – placing UPS Law at the
center of a growing national experiential movement
spearheaded by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice
Warren Burger.
50TH ANNIVERSARY
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U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Warren
Burger spoke at the dedication ceremony
for the law school’s new home in downtown
Tacoma, the Norton Clapp Law Center.

The chosen site was the former Rhodes
Department Store building in Tacoma, on the
corner of 9th and Broadway, which at the time was
abandoned and in need of extensive rehabilitation.
With federal funds secured and combined with
other sources, the building was transformed into
the Norton Clapp Law Center, which opened
in time for fall classes in 1980. At the dedication
ceremony, none other than Chief Justice Burger
attended, hailing the creation of the law center
and the practical training opportunities its location
afforded.
Given that the law school’s new home was a
remodeled department store, it was not without
its quirks. Students from that era fondly recall
the centrally located escalator that led to the law
library. The existence of a smoking room, complete
with a Pac-Man arcade console, reflected the times.
This was also when technology began to enter
legal education and the practice of law. The library
included one of the first-ever student computer
labs in a law school, as well as dedicated LexisNexis
and Westlaw terminals.

A PERIOD OF TRANSITION
For 20 years, the law school had been a part of the
University of Puget Sound and integral to the legal
community in Tacoma and the south Puget Sound
area. That changed dramatically in November
of 1993, when Seattle University announced it
had acquired the law school. The reason for the
transition in ownership was UPS’s desire to focus on
undergraduate education, while Seattle U wanted
to expand its professional education programs.
Seattle U also understood the value of a law school
as a powerful mechanism for activating its social
justice mission (see story on p. 20).
Naturally, a change of this magnitude created a
torrent of criticism and a cascade of questions and
concerns. In the short term, students would earn
their degrees from an institution to which they had
not applied. Earlier UPS graduates would possess
a degree from a law school that no longer existed.
For some faculty and staff, a move to Seattle would
be disruptive, both professionally and personally.
Seattle U’s Jesuit Catholic identity also caused
concern among the more secular-minded. The city
of Tacoma and its legal community mourned the
loss of the law school – a feeling that persists to this
day – because it had brought a measure of prestige
to the city, not to mention access to a first-rate law
library and opportunities to work with law students.
Yet, as Professor Emeritus John Weaver (one
of the founding faculty members) recalled, “It
became clear that the problems that would have
to be worked out [with the change in ownership
to Seattle U] were far outweighed by the
opportunities the new affiliation offered.” And to
many in the law school, it felt great to be wanted.

The escalator that led to the
law library was a fixture of the
Norton Clapp Law Center, which
was formerly a department store.
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At a ceremony in August of 1994 to mark the
official transition, Seattle U Provost John Eshelman
declared that “the future of the law school, and the
future of Seattle University, is different from this
day forward. I think it’s a much brighter and more
exciting future.”

In October, the law school organized a “Dedication
Week” that welcomed 2,000 graduates and friends
to visit Sullivan Hall. At the dedication ceremony,
then-President Stephen V. Sundborg, S.J., called
the occasion “a symbolic day that reaches beyond
any of us, integrating the 27-year tradition of the
law school with the 108-year-old tradition of Seattle
University. What a powerful source of good it will
be for our community.”
Dean James E. Bond, who had been serving his
second stint as dean and was crucial in ensuring
a successful transition to Seattle, stepped down
at the end of the 1999-2000 academic year, and
Rudolph Hasl assumed the leadership role.

Seattle U President William J. Sullivan, S.J. (left), and Dean Don
Carmichael shake hands during a ceremony in August of 1994 to
officially mark the transfer of the law school to Seattle University.

MAKING A HOME IN SEATTLE
Although the transfer was officially completed on
Aug. 19, 1994, the law school continued to operate
out of its home in downtown Tacoma. The ultimate
plan was to move the law school to the Seattle U
campus, which would entail an intensive process of
planning, fundraising, designing, and construction
that would take several years.
While that process was underway, the law faculty
adopted a values-based mission statement
reflecting the law school’s affiliation with its new
institutional parent. Faculty and staff were deeply
involved in committees to plan the new building
and other important work to ensure a smooth
transition.
In August of 1999, Sullivan Hall, the law school’s new
(and current) home, named for former Seattle U
President William J. Sullivan, S.J., officially opened
just in time for the start of fall semester classes.
Classroom chairs arrived only two days before.

In the years that followed, the law school
experienced a run of prosperity, with record
enrollments, buoyed by a strong legal job market.
Now affiliated with a university committed to social
justice, the law school undertook several initiatives,
including creating the Access to Justice Institute,
with a goal to build a community of equal justiceminded advocates and leaders within the law
school. Next came the Fred. T. Korematsu Center
for Law and Equality, named for the civil rights icon
who defied orders to report to an incarceration
camp for Japanese Americans during World War II
and created to advance justice and equity through
research, advocacy, and education.
During this time, the Legal Writing Program, which
had been considered one of the law school’s
strengths, was recognized as the top program in
the nation by U.S. News and World Report; it has
placed in the top 10 every year since.
In addition, the law school hired two successive
deans who broke barriers. In 2005, Kellye Testy,
a long-time faculty member, became the first
woman to serve as dean, and in 2010, Mark Niles,
a professor at American University Washington
College of Law, became the first person of color to
serve as dean.

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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The law school is embracing technology to deliver programs,
both in hybrid and completely online formats, as it seeks
to make legal education accessible to as many students as
possible.

STORM CLOUDS
The Great Recession of 2008 and its aftermath
caused serious damage to many sectors of the
economy, including the market for lawyers and
legal services. With many law school graduates
finding it difficult or impossible to land jobs,
prospective students began to question whether
law school was a good investment. Enrollment
at law schools nationwide began to plunge,
including at Seattle U Law, which struggled to
enroll enough students to remain financially
solvent.
Annette E. Clark ’89 became dean in 2013 at
this challenging time. Although the recession
had officially ended, application and enrollment
numbers were still dropping across the country.
This situation appeared to be the new normal, and
she and her leadership team had to make difficult
decisions if the law school was going to survive
and flourish.
This meant slashing the size of the incoming class
by a third, from 330 students to approximately
200, leading to a painful downsizing of staff and
unfilled faculty positions, as well as a 50 percent
reduction in the operating budget.
Through careful stewardship and the
development of a multifaceted strategy, the law
school’s financial picture improved considerably,
aided in part by a much-needed rebound in the
legal job market.
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INTO THE FUTURE
Legal education is perpetually changing and adapting to
the needs of the legal field. Seattle U Law has remained
at the forefront by creating nationally renowned
programs – clinics, legal writing, and externships – which
help students become practice-ready immediately upon
graduation.
That spirit of innovation drives the law school to
continually improve and expand its offerings. In recent
years, it has added graduate-level programs, including
LLM degrees for lawyers and Master of Legal Studies
degrees for non-lawyers, with an online-only option. The
law school has also evolved its part-time evening program,
a mainstay since its birth 50 years ago, into a hybridonline program called Flex JD, which allows working
professionals, those with family commitments, and placebound students to access legal education.

THE DIVERSITY OF
SEATTLE U LAW
Seattle University School of Law takes pride in its
exceptionally diverse community, serving students
representing a range of races and ethnicities,
religions, nationalities, genders, and sexual identities.
In recent years, significantly more women than men
have enrolled.
The law school wasn’t
always so diverse,
beginning as an
overwhelmingly white
and male institution,
which was reflective of
the legal profession at
the time. Just 10 percent
of the inaugural class
in 1972 was female, and
only a single Black
student – Robert H.
Russell – enrolled.

Henry McGee, pictured teaching his last class in 2014
just before retiring, was the first professor of color to
join the tenured faculty.

After a nine-year tenure in which she shored up
the law school’s foundation, Clark stepped down
as dean. Anthony E. Varona, a former dean of
University of Miami School of Law and vice dean
of American University Washington College of
Law, became dean on the cusp of the law school’s
golden anniversary. As the next 50 years begin,
Varona has articulated a bold and ambitious
collective vision for the law school after extensive
stakeholder consultation. His vision charts a course
that is respectful of the history and traditions of
the school, leverages its competitive advantages
and opportunities, and ensures that it continues to
deliver the best and most effective legal education
in the nation.

Robert H. Russell

Even as many of the country’s institutions diversified,
it wasn’t until 1994, more than 20 years after its
founding, that the law school hired its first tenured
professor of color, Henry McGee. And it was not
until 2010 that the first dean of color, Mark Niles,
was appointed.
Fortunately, the law school has steadily become
more diverse. Out of the 231 students who
comprised the 2022 first-year entering class, 57
percent were women; 37 percent were Black,
Indigenous, or Persons of Color; and 32 percent
were the first in their family to attend college.
Twenty-eight percent identified as LGBTQ+. As a
Latino immigrant and an openly gay man, new Dean
Anthony E. Varona embodies this diversity.
These encouraging numbers are the result of
progressive admission practices that are intentional
about assembling incoming classes that are
representative of American society. It’s part of
the school’s determination to ensure that legal
education is open to everyone, but particularly
to those who are underrepresented in the legal
profession.
This proactive work has helped Seattle U Law
become one of the most diverse law schools in
the nation and and these efforts will necessarily
continue long into the future.

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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LOOKING BACK:
50 YEARS OF MILESTONES

1971

DECEMBER – The
University of Puget Sound
(UPS) Board of Trustees
votes to establish the
first new law school in the
Northwest since the early
20th century.

1972

JANUARY – Joseph A. Sinclitico, Jr., a
Harvard Law School graduate, becomes
founding dean of the University of Puget
Sound School of Law.
FEBRUARY – APRIL – James E. Beaver
becomes the first official faculty member
of the fledgling law school. Other
founding faculty members include:

»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Thomas Heitz
Thomas J. Holdych
Richard Settle
Anita M. Steele – Librarian
Peter Tillers
John W. Weaver
Charles Wiggens

JUNE – Construction of interim
law school facilities in Benaroya
Business Park on South Tacoma
Way is completed.

SEPTEMBER – Enrollment grows to 900 students,
making the law school the largest in Washington,
with 600 day students and 300 part-time/evening
students.

The Appellate and Post-Conviction Relief Clinic,
Misdemeanor Clinic, and Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Program are formed, marking the official
birth of what would become a highly acclaimed
clinical legal program.

10

SEATTLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

1976
»

 allace M. Rudolph, a professor
W
from the University of Nebraska
who earned his law degree from
the University of Chicago, becomes
the law school’s second dean.

SEPTEMBER – The law school officially
opens its doors to the inaugural class of 427
first-year students, who each pay $1,900 in
tuition.
OCTOBER – A founding ceremony features
speeches by Dean Sinclitico, Professor
Beaver, student Roger Sherrard, as well as
Gov. Dan Evans, American Bar Association
President Robert Meserve, UPS President
Franklin Thompson, and UPS Board of
Trustees Chairman Norton Clapp.

1977
»

 olume 1, Issue 1 of UPS Law
V
Review is published.

»

 he faculty has grown to
T
include 25 members.

»

 f the 350 first-year
O
students who enroll in the
fall, 25% are women and 5%
are persons of color.

1973
»

»

AUGUST – 18 students who had
undertaken an accelerated program
forms the first group of graduates from
the law school in August, followed by
an additional group of 43 early grads in
December.

 he law school
T
receives provisional
accreditation from
the American Bar
Association (ABA).
The nationally
acclaimed Early
Entry Program
(later termed
Alternative
Admission and
still later, Access
Admission) is
established,
providing admission to outstanding
individuals, particularly from
disadvantaged backgrounds, whose
promise for success in law school and
the practice of law may not be reflected
in traditional statistical indicators.

1978
»

1974

 PS purchases the Rhodes Department
U
Store building in downtown Tacoma to
eventually become the law school’s new
home.

SEPTEMBER – For the first time, the
law school begins the year with a full
complement of classes – 1L, 2L, and 3L –
comprising 730 students, with 17 full-time
faculty and five law librarians.

1975

JANUARY – The UPS Student Bar
Association (SBA) is established.
FEBRUARY – UPS law graduates sit for the
Washington State Bar Exam for the first time;
91% pass, compared to a statewide average
of 69%.
MARCH – The ABA grants UPS Law
School full accreditation, and the American
Association of Law Schools (AALS) grants
membership.
MAY –
A commencement
ceremony is held
solely for UPS law
school graduates
for the first time.
U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Tom Clark
addresses the 120
graduates.

1979
»

 ean Rudolph resigns;
D
Associate Professor and
Associate Dean Donald
Cohen steps in to serve
as acting dean.

1980
»

 he law school officially moves into its new building,
T
named the Norton Clapp Law Center after the
former Weyerhauser chairman who had been a
UPS trustee for nearly a half-century. U.S. Supreme
Court Chief Justice Warren Burger speaks at the
dedication ceremony.

»

 rawn in part to the new law center, 460 students
D
enroll, the law school’s largest first-year class ever.

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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1981
»

Fredric C.
Tausend,
a Harvard
Law School
graduate who spent much of his
career as a trial lawyer in private
practice, is appointed dean.

»

 he law school establishes an
T
alumni relations program.

1989
»

»

 he traditional law curriculum is
T
strengthened with the notable
addition of courses in health law,
law and medicine, international
law, international law of human
rights, employment law, and
employment discrimination law.
 he law school is ranked among
T
“America’s best law programs” in
a book published by Prentice Hall,
Top Law Schools: The Ultimate
Guide.

1984

1982
»

 he first alumni
T
publication,
UPS Lawyer,
is printed and
distributed to
alumni.

»

Marilyn Berger
(pictured)
becomes the first female
professor to achieve tenure.

»

 ay Gellhorn ’82 becomes the
G
first and only UPS law graduate
to serve as a U.S. Supreme
Court clerk.

1990 1992
»

 he Law Practice
T
Clinic receives a
$343,000 grant from
the U.S. Department
of Education.

»

 PS School of Law marks its 20th
U
anniversary.

»

 tudents of color now comprise
S
16% of the first-year class, and
44% are women.

»

 he faculty, which has grown
T
to 39 full-time members, ranks
in the top 50 law faculties in
scholarly writing and research by
the national Faculty Scholarship
Survey.

»

 aculty members Laurel
F
Oates, Mark Reutlinger,
and Christopher Rideout
establish the Legal
Writing Program.

1993
»

 ond steps down as dean;
B
faculty member Don
Carmichael is appointed
acting dean.

»

 he Public Interest Law
T
Foundation, which helps
students to pursue public
interest careers, holds its
first annual fundraising
auction.

NOVEMBER – Seattle
University, the state’s largest
and most diverse independent
university, announces it will
acquire the law school and
relocate it to Seattle.
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1985 1986
»

 he law school annual
T
fund is launched and
a resounding 33% of
graduates contribute to
the campaign.

»

J ames E. Bond,
a graduate of
Harvard Law School and an expert
on Constitutional Law and the 14th
Amendment, becomes dean.

»

 egal Writing Institute founded by
L
our legal writing faculty. Housed
at the law school, this national
organization brings together legal
writing faculty from law schools
across the nation.

1994

MAY – Ambassador to the United
Nations Madeleine Albright is the
featured speaker at the final UPS
School of Law commencement
ceremony.
AUGUST
» Professor James Bond teaches
the last class before the law
school transitions to Seattle
University.
» T
 he law school officially
becomes part of Seattle
University on the 19th of the
month.
» P
 rofessors Marilyn Berger
and Tom Holdych teach the
first classes at what is now
Seattle University School of
Law, although the school is still
located in Tacoma.

1987 1988
»

 he Academic Resource
T
Center is established
with the purpose to
provide access and help
for diverse and nontraditional students to
adjust, succeed, and
excel.

»

 ond returns to
B
the deanship,
leading efforts to
raise funds for the law
school’s future home on
the Seattle U campus and
meld the cultures of the
two institutions.
 nnette Clark and
A
Melinda Branscomb are
the first faculty members
to be granted tenure
by Seattle U. Later,
Margaret Chon becomes
the first tenured woman
of color.

 linical program offerings
C
continue to expand
with establishment of
component clinics to
integrate with classes on
immigration law, law and
psychiatry, trusts and
estates, and professional
responsibility.

1999

1995
»

»

1998
»

In February, after extensive
planning and fundraising,
an official groundbreaking
takes place for the law
school’s new building in the
heart of Seattle U’s First Hill
campus.

»

 he law school clinic is
T
named in honor of Ronald
A. Peterson, whose career
at Seattle U spanned
more than 45 years and
included establishment of
the admissions, alumni, and
college relations programs,
as well as teaching history,
business, and legal studies.

»

 he gleaming, state-of-theT
art Sullivan Hall opens just
in time for the start of fall
semester classes in August.

»

In October, hundreds of
guests, including alumni,
donors, university leaders,
and members of the legal
community, join faculty and
staff to formally dedicate
Sullivan Hall, named after
former Seattle U President
William J. Sullivan, S.J.

» H
 enry McGee, formerly of
UCLA School of Law, becomes
the first professor of color to
join the tenured faculty. He is
also the first faculty member
hired after the transition.
DECEMBER – The first graduates
of Seattle University School of Law
receive their diplomas.

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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2000

2002

 aving helped navigate
H
the law school to its new
home, Bond steps down as
dean to return to teaching
and writing as a University
Professor.

»

 udolph Hasl, previously
R
the dean of the law schools
at Saint Louis University
and St. John’s University, is
appointed dean.

»

2013
»

14

 ark Niles steps down
M
as dean. Annette Clark, a
long-time faculty member
who served in several
administrative roles, becomes
the first alumna and second
woman to serve as dean.

»

 he inaugural issue of
T
Seattle Journal for Social
Justice is published.

»

 he Access to Justice
T
Institute is created with a
goal to build a community
of equal justice-minded
advocates and leaders within
the law school and beyond.

2005
»

 ean Hasl steps down,
D
and Kellye Testy, a
member of the faculty
since 1992, becomes the
first woman to serve as
dean in the law school’s
history.

»

In the first specialty legal
writing program rankings
of U.S. News and World
Report, Seattle U Law’s
Legal Writing Program
ranks #1. It has placed
in the top 10 every year
since.

2014 2015 2017 2019
»

Professor Sara
Rankin launches
the Homeless
Rights Advocacy
Project to research
homelessness and
develop policy
recommendations to
address the growing
issue.
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»

 he first issue of
T
Seattle Journal
of Technology,
Environmental &
Innovation Law is
published.

»

 satellite campus in
A
Anchorage, Alaska,
opens, offering the
ability for Alaskan law
students to spend
their 3L year at home.
Due to enrollment
issues, the campus
closes five years later.

»

 eattle U Law
S
launches its first
graduate law degrees,
with Master of Laws
(LLM) and Master of
Legal Studies (MLS)
programs.

»

 he law school
T
announces it will
accept GRE test
scores in lieu of the
LSAT, providing
another pathway to
entering law school.

»

In the fall, the law
school launches its
first fully online degree
program, a Master
of Legal Studies in
Compliance and Risk
Management.

2006 2009
»

 he Indian Institute
T
for Estate Planning
and Probate is
founded.

»

 he Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and
T
Equality, named after the civil rights icon
who bravely defied government orders
to report to an incarceration camp for
Japanese Americans during World War
II, is founded by Professor Robert Chang.
The center uses research, advocacy, and
education to advance justice and equity.

»

 he Center on Corporations, Law, and
T
Society, founded in 2005, is renamed for
Adolf A. Berle, Jr., a renowned theorist on
corporate governance.

»

 he Indian Institute for Estate Planning and
T
Probate expands to become the Center for
Indian Law & Policy to serve as a resource
for the school’s students, alumni, faculty,
as well as for the Indian law and tribal
communities of the Pacific Northwest.

»

 fter Dean Testy steps down, Vice Dean
A
Annette Clark, a faculty member since 1989,
is named interim dean.

2020 2021
In-person classes are
suspended in March
due to the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic; all
instruction is conducted
virtually.

»

 fter more than a year of remote instruction, the
A
law school welcomes students back for in-person
classes for the fall semester.

»

 o make a law degree more
T
accessible, the law school
launches a new version of the
part-time program, Flex JD,
with a hybrid-online format
in which a majority of the
coursework is completed
online, supplemented by a
few intensive on-campus
weekends each year.

»

 duardo Peñalver, the former
E
dean of Cornell Law School,
becomes the 22nd president
of Seattle University and a
professor of law in the law
school.

»

 rofessor Sital Kalantry
P
launches the India Center for Law and Justice to
promote the study of Indian law and policy in the
U.S. legal academy.

2010
»

 ark Niles, who spent 12 years
M
as a professor at American
University Washington College
of Law, becomes the first dean of
color in the law school’s history.

2012
»

 he first issue of American
T
Indian Law Journal is
published.

2022
»

 fter a nine-year
A
tenure, Dean Clark
steps down as
dean. Anthony E.
Varona, a former
dean of University
of Miami School of
Law, becomes the
new dean.

»

 he Family Law Center is established by
T
Professor Deirdre Bowen.
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FEATURED
ALUMNI
Throughout its 50-year
history, alumni have brought
the law school’s values of legal
excellence and equal justice into
their careers. They’ve served as
judges, law firm partners, political
commentators, innovators, and
zealous advocates. Here are just
a few of the many alumni who
lead at the heart of law.

1974
RALPH BEISTLINE

2007
TWYLA CARTER

After 17 years in private practice
and a decade on the Alaska
Superior Court bench, Judge
Beistline was nominated by
President George W. Bush to
serve as U.S. District Court judge
for the District of Alaska in 2001.
He was chief judge from 2009
to 2015.

Attorney-in-chief and CEO of New York City’s
Legal Aid Society, Carter started her legal
career as a public defender in King County,
later driving policy change at the national level
as senior staff attorney for the American Civil
Liberties Union.

1982
ANNE BREMNER

1993
FRANK E. CUTHBERTSON

Bremner worked on several high-profile cases as a King County
prosecuting attorney and in private practice, eventually gaining
renown as a legal analyst for various national television programs,
including Court TV.

Blazing a trail for Black jurists, Cuthbertson was
the first African American judge in Pierce County,
Washington, and served on the bench in Superior
Court from 2001 to 2020.

“Since my last name began with ‘B’, I had the good fortune of becoming the first graduate
of the first graduating class of the University of Puget Sound School of Law!”
JUDGE RALPH BEISTLINE

“The law school was everything I expected and more. It had a strong
reputation for academic rigor, and I had outstanding professors.”
FRANK CUTHBERTSON

1981
THOMAS GALLIGAN, JR
An influential legal scholar and academic
leader, Galligan has served in several
prominent education positions, including
dean at both University of Tennessee
College of Law and the Paul M. Hebert Law
Center at Louisiana State University (LSU),
president of Colby-Sawyer College, and
president of LSU.

2005
LORENA GONZÁLEZ
A daughter of farmworkers who became a
passionate civil rights advocate, González
was the first Latina elected to the Seattle
City Council in 2015 and later served as
council president.

1982
GAY GELLHORN
Gellhorn clerked for U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall
from 1982 to 1983 and later taught
law at the University of the District of
Columbia.

1990
LAURIE JINKINS
After an early career advocating for
victims of child abuse and neglect,
Jinkins moved into politics, making
history in January of 2020 as
Washington state’s first woman and
first out lesbian Speaker of the House.

1976
CHARLES W. JOHNSON
1986
KRISTIN HANNAH
The award-winning novelist has written
more than 20 books, including several
bestsellers. Her blockbuster titles
include “Firefly Lane,” “The Nightingale,”
and “The Great Alone.”

Associate Chief Justice Johnson is the
longest serving jurist on the Washington
Supreme Court, having been first
elected in 1991. He is the law school’s first
graduate to reach the state supreme
court.
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1987
DEBORA JUAREZ
An enrolled member of the
Blackfeet Nation, Juarez became
the first Indigenous Seattle
City Council member with her
election in 2015 and now serves
as council president.

1992
LEE D. LAMBERT

1987
BILL MARLER

A U.S. Army veteran
who was born in Seoul,
South Korea, and grew
up on three continents,
Lambert has been a leader
in community college
education. After serving
as president of Shoreline
Community College, he
was named chancellor of
Pima Community College in
Tucson, Arizona, in 2013.

Long established as the nation’s
leading food safety attorney,
Marler first gained prominence as
the lawyer representing the most
seriously injured victim of the 1993
Jack in the Box E. coli outbreak.

1987
SEAN PARNELL
The first graduate of the
law school to govern a
state, Parnell was the 10th
governor of Alaska from
2009 to 2014. He now serves
as chancellor of University of
Alaska, Anchorage.

1994
MARK D. MCLAUGHLIN
1989
ANNE KIRKPATRICK

1995
MARK LINDQUIST

After working as a police officer
during law school, Kirkpatrick went
on to lead police departments
in Ellensburg and Spokane, later
becoming the first female police
chief of Oakland, California, in 2017.

¬The author of four novels and
several screenplays, Lindquist
served as Pierce County
Prosecuting Attorney for nearly a
decade.

A business executive with
extensive experience in Silicon
Valley tech firms, McLaughlin
serves on the National Security
Telecommunications Advisory
Committee by presidential
appointment and is vice chairman
of the board of directors for Palo
Alto Networks, a cybersecurity
company he previously led as CEO.

1992
BENSON PORTER
With three decades of
banking experience, Porter
has served as president
and CEO of BECU financial
cooperative since 2012.

“Law school taught me how to think. It taught me how to ask questions,
and that is so critical in leadership.”
ANNE KIRKPATRICK

“Law school gives you the ability to take large problems and think about
them logically, evaluate the alternatives, and draw logical conclusions.”
MARK MCLAUGHLIN

1991
MARY ROBNETT

2005
ANGELA RYE

After joining the Pierce County Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office in 1994 and specializing in the
prosecution of sex offenders, Robnett became
the first female Pierce County Prosecuting
Attorney in 2019.

This social justice advocate and political
commentator hosts a weekly podcast
and has appeared on ESPN, CNN, and
other radio and TV programs. She leads
IMPACT Strategies, a political advocacy,
social impact, and racial equity firm based
in Washington, D.C.

1976
RUFUS YERXA
A prominent figure in international trade policy
for more than four decades, Yerxa served for 11
years as deputy director general of the World
Trade Organization and was deputy U.S. trade
representative under two presidents.

1978
STUART T. ROLFE

1998
G. HELEN WHITENER

2017
TARRA SIMMONS

Attorney, business leader, and
philanthropist, Rolfe was the first
graduate to serve on both the Board
of Regents and Board of Trustees for
Seattle University. He is currently the
president of Wright Hotels, Inc.

A native of Trinidad and Tobago,
Justice Whitener became the first
Black, openly gay, and disabled
jurist to serve on the Washington
Supreme Court when she was
appointed in 2020.

Simmons made history in 2020
when she became the first formerly
incarcerated person elected to a
state legislature. She represents the
District 23 in the Washington House
of Representatives and leads the
nonprofit organization Civil Survival.
In 2018 she successfully appealed to
the Washington Supreme Court for
her right to take the bar exam.

2009
PERSIS YU
Now serving as policy director for
the Student Borrower Protection
Center, Yu is a nationally recognized
expert on student loan law and
has over a decade of hands-on
experience representing student
loan borrowers.
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REACHING FOR JUSTICE
BY KELLYE TESTY

The law school’s transition to Seattle sparked a mission-driven focus
on social justice issues

Karen Korematsu, right, presents a photo of her father, Fred, with Rosa Parks to Dean Kellye Testy and the law school during
the dedication ceremony of the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality. Created in 2009, the center is one way in which
Seattle U Law advances social justice.

In the early 1990s, as a rookie professor teaching
my first class at the University of Puget Sound
School of Law, I found myself helping a distraught
student who had a leasing dispute with her
landlord.
That student was Dana Gold ’95, and it was the
beginning of a collaboration for justice that would
catalyze significant change for the law school. That
year, we revitalized the school’s Public Interest
Law Foundation (PILF) – including holding the first
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annual auction in classroom 501 to raise funds for
summer public interest fellowships (she served hot
dogs and I served beer, or maybe it was vice versa!).
We also began advocating for more focus in the law
school’s curriculum and programs on social justice.
Although at that time only the law school’s clinical
program was focused on public interest law and
social justice, we found many like-minded students,
and some faculty and staff colleagues, eager to
advance the school’s mission in this direction.

An early Public Interest
Law Foundation
brochure.

Just as this movement began, we were shocked
to learn that our law school had been acquired
by Seattle University. When our new university
president – with a priest’s collar – was introduced,
Dana and I locked eyes: here was the opening we
needed. The Jesuit mission of Seattle University
was deeply grounded in social justice and the
imperative of solidarity with the poor. Now the
administration was speaking our language! We
knew that our advocacy for a greater focus on
social justice was likely to be welcomed and
encouraged.
Dana galvanized an energetic group of students
to develop what became known as the “Platform
for Promoting Public Interest Law” – a white paper
with a purpose. Several faculty and staff colleagues,
alumni, and community members added their
support and assistance. The Platform made the
case for reforming our mission, curriculum, and
programs to embrace social justice and promote
the public interest. As we sought to integrate with
our new university sponsor, the Platform’s deep
resonance with the Jesuit mission and its focus
on the service of justice rang clear and true. In an
otherwise chaotic time of change, advocacy for
this new focus was well-organized and broadly
supported.
Several initiatives grew out of the Platform. In
hearing the proposal for the Access to Justice
Institute (ATJI), which truly was groundbreaking
in its day, then Seattle U Provost John Eshelman
noted in his characteristically understated way,
“Well, you may have just given me an answer for
why we bought a law school.” Further, the Jesuit
community, known as the “Society of Jesus” and
abbreviated “SJ,” was of course delighted at the
name of the new Seattle Journal for Social Justice
(SJSJ). There, too, we broke new ground with an
interdisciplinary approach to social justice that
holds such deep promise for progress.
The enormous energy that advanced these
important building blocks continued to build
synergy and recruit a new generation of students,
faculty, and staff to the law school, which in
turn deepened its social justice identity. The

Washington and King County legal communities
were eager to embrace a law school that served
Seattle and that was in solidarity with many justice
initiatives in the region. As the school relocated to
Seattle in 1999, its identity matured and its stature
grew, further attracting students who sought a
legal education with substantial opportunities for
working in the public interest.
This momentum continued to build and sparked
the creation of a Center on Corporations, Law &
Society that advocated for corporate responsibility.
That same momentum also later helped
conceptualize and launch the Fred T. Korematsu
Center for Law & Equality, which has further
solidified Seattle U Law’s leadership in social justice.
The Public Interest Law Foundation continued to
grow, with each annual auction raising more and
more funds to support students working in public
interest law. Taken together, these changes helped
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create an environment that fosters diversity and
equity, which has attracted students, faculty, and
staff who understand law as a vital pathway to
justice.

Former President Stephen V. Sundborg, S.J. speaks during a
Red Mass ceremony, a celebration of members of the legal
profession. The law school has become more deeply invested
in social justice issues since becoming a part of Seattle
University, a Jesuit Catholic institution whose mission is
deeply grounded in these values.

As it celebrates its 50th anniversary, Seattle U Law
is respected nationally for its strong social justice
identity and has served as an inspiring model for a
community-engaged law school that advances the
public interest while enhancing student education.
Its alumni, who have served as leaders of law firms
and businesses since the school’s founding, are
now also leaders of many public service and public
interest organizations. Moreover, many leaders of
communities and causes that remain un- or underrepresented in our legal system are Seattle U grads.
In this region and beyond, Seattle U Law is truly at
the heart of justice.
Kellye Testy is a former dean and professor of law at
Seattle University School of Law. She is currently president
and CEO of the Law School Admission Council.

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY - A HISTORY OF THE ACCESS ADMISSION
PROGRAM AND ACADEMIC RESOURCE CENTER
Seattle U Law administrators recognized early
on that the school should play an important role
in diversifying the legal profession by ensuring its
entering classes reflected the nation’s diversity.
To achieve this, the school created the Early Entry
Program to admit students from underrepresented
communities whose grades and test scores were
below the admission threshold but who showed
exceptional promise. As part of the program, students
would begin law school the summer before their 1L
year by taking a criminal law course that was also
taught to the part-time evening students.
Results were mixed. By the mid-80s, an unacceptably
high percentage of Early Entry students were not
completing law school. This was partly because the
program lacked an intentional approach to addressing
these students’ unique challenges.
In 1987, the administration changed course by creating
the Academic Resource Center (ARC) to help
acculturate and empower nontraditional students so
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they would be better positioned to succeed in law
school. Students admitted under what was renamed
as the Access Admission Program would undertake
a mandatory seven-week summer course combining
Criminal Law, Legal Writing, and Study Strategies, all
taught by faculty for credit. Additionally, voluntary
study sessions were held throughout the students’
first year. Perhaps most importantly, ARC provided a
safe haven of support, instilling in these students the
confidence that they belonged in law school.
The results have been dramatic. ARC and the Access
Admission Program have helped to steadily increase
the percentage of students of color at the school over
the years, and a far higher percentage now graduate
and pass the exam bar. What’s more, program alumni
have reached the highest levels of law to become
state and federal court clerks, law firm partners and
associates, U.S. attorneys, prosecutors and defense
attorneys, in-house counsel at Boeing and Microsoft,
among many other roles. One ARC alumna has even
become a Washington Supreme Court justice.

FROM FIFTY
TO OUR FUTURE
Seattle University School of Law has long been outward looking and forward thinking.
From our birth in Tacoma, to our current home in Seattle, this law school continues to be defined by the people
of our extraordinary community. Together, we are dedicated to excellence and united in the common purpose
of building a more just and humane world.
From the heart of the city whose name we share, we embrace its exceptionally promising future in an increasingly
connected society. With our ideal location and distinctive legal education that prepares lawyers for practice, we are
uniquely positioned to effect an even greater impact for our city, our country, and our world as we celebrate
50 years of ACCESS, OPPORTUNITY, and COMMUNITY.
As we look to the future, we invite you to join us in supporting the next generation of Seattle U Lawyers
by making an anniversary gift to one or more of our select student scholarships:

ARC SUCCESS SCHOLARSHIP
Scholarships for all of our tenacious students admitted through the Access Admission Program
FREDRIC C. TAUSEND ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Merit scholarships for a rising 2L ranked in the top 10% of the class
FULL CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP
To support and encourage students impacted by the criminal legal system,
especially those who have been incarcerated
JAMES E. BOND ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
To support first-generation college graduates who demonstrate academic achievement, financial need,
humility, civility, and a good sense of humor
JUSTICE MARY I. YU ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
To support students underrepresented in the legal profession, with preference for women of color
LAUREL CURRIE OATES ’78 ENDOWED LEGAL WRITING SCHOLARSHIP
Merit scholarships for rising 2Ls with exceptional performance in legal writing
OUTLAWS CIVIL RIGHTS SCHOLARSHIP
To support and encourage students committed to and engaged in public interest law benefitting
the LGBTQ+ community
To make a donation, visit: CONNECT.SEATTLEU.EDU/LAW/DEANS-CLUB
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For more information about the
50th Anniversary, including a
list of upcoming events, visit:

law.seattleu.edu/50th

